
Models of Police Use of Force

The old adage that a picture is worth a
thousand words has been applied to the
development of models describing police
use of force for more than three decades.
In the United States and Canada, models
or graphics depicting use of force by 
police officers first began to appear in the
1970s and 1980s. 

These early models proved to be use-
ful for training purposes. However, sever-
al significant concerns arose from their
use. Many of the models were overly
complex, so much so that police officers,
let alone other justice professionals or the
public, found them difficult to under-
stand. At the same time, there were too
many models, each using somewhat 
different terminology. 

In addition, many of the models 
depicted a rigid, linear-progressive deci-
sion-making process, giving the impres-
sion that the officer must exhaust all 
efforts at one level prior to being allowed
to consider alternative options, a kind of
stair-step process. 

But research and experience show that
choosing the appropriate use-of-force 
response option is not a linear process,
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Fig. 1.A Linear Use-of-Force Continuum 
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